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2023 marked a special year for Rise Against Hunger: our 25th anniversary. This brought an opportunity for reflection on the real impact 

we’ve made in the lives of millions of people facing hunger over the past 25 years, and a reminder of the work still to be done.

Many of you joined us in 2023 to celebrate our organization’s milestone. 2,163 people volunteered to package meals with us across eight 

community events in honor of our 25th anniversary, including a three-day event in Raleigh, North Carolina, where we are headquartered. 

Collectively, volunteers at community events in New York, Indianapolis, Chicago, Charlotte, Nashville, Raleigh, Los Angeles and 

Birmingham packaged 389,016 meals to provide urgent food assistance to people in need. And even more of you joined us for other meal 

packaging events across the United States and around the world, with over 331,000 volunteers packaging 57.4 million meals. 

In addition to recognizing our anniversary, we remained unwavering in our commitment to ending global hunger, serving more than  

3.6 million people in remote, last-mile communities in 37 countries in 2023. We continued to address immediate nutritional needs for 

families facing hunger and responded to emergencies to support more than 994,000 people in 14 countries during times of crisis. We also 

worked alongside community leaders in eight countries to implement sustainable agriculture projects that produced 3,610 metric tons 

of food for consumption and income generation. For all of these numbers, there are stories to tell — every person we serve is someone’s 

parent, child, sibling or friend, and we are honored to be part of their story and support them in paving the way toward brighter futures.

Our work in 2023 — and over the past 25 years — wouldn’t have been possible without your support. The work to end hunger truly starts 

with a meal and starts with you. Thank you for coming alongside us in our mission! When Ray Buchanan founded our organization in 1998, 

he was driven by the vision of a world without hunger, and that vision still drives us today. The Food and Agriculture Organization reports 

that as many as 783 million people — almost 10% of the world’s population — face hunger. That means there is still work to do to achieve 

Ray’s vision. Our work to end global hunger continues, and we hope you’ll continue with us!

Dear friends,

Rick Kearney
Rise Against Hunger Chief Executive Officer
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Our Empowering Communities pathway promotes 

improvements in agricultural production and rural 

livelihoods to help individuals increase their incomes 

and access to food.

EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES

RESPONDING TO EMERGENCIES
From droughts to floods, in conflict zones and political 

crises, the Responding to Emergencies pathway deploys 

food and aid in communities when it is needed most.

GROWING THE MOVEMENT
We recognize that hunger will not end without 

Growing the Movement, and engaging hundreds of 

thousands of volunteers and advocates each year to 

build awareness and activation.

NOURISHING LIVES
While long-term food security takes root, our 

Nourishing Lives pathway provides nutrition and 

encourages education through school feeding, 

vocational training and health clinics.

WHO WE ARE

PATHWAYS TO END HUNGER

Rise Against Hunger is growing a global movement to end hunger by nourishing lives, empowering communities and responding 

to emergencies. Targeting remote, last-mile communities within hunger pockets designated “serious” or higher by the Global 

Hunger Index, we work with local leaders to harness the strengths of their communities and tackle their own food  

and nutrition security challenges with agency, dignity and resilience.
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Our Model:
Building Toward  
Self-Reliance

This framework illustrates how Rise Against Hunger’s 

programs put last-mile communities on a path to self-

reliance. Meals provide the fuel for Rise Against Hunger 

to empower last-mile communities, but our programmatic 

impact extends far beyond providing food. Our area of 

mission expertise creates measurable impact through local 

advocacy and community-strengthening efforts, as well as 

expanding and engaging a global volunteer and donor base.

TM

OUR MODEL
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2023 IMPACT

3,665,952

4,836
metric tons

FOOD PRODUCED/
PROCURED

lives impacted

57.4
million meals 

PACKAGED



2023 IMPACT

3737 COUNTRIES 
SERVED

78.9 million meals distributed
INCLUDING RISE AGAINST HUNGER 

MEALS AND LOCAL + REGIONAL 
PROCUREMENT OF FOOD

$45million
IN DONATED GOODS, PRIMARILY 

MEDICINES AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES



2023 IMPACT

Millions of lives are nourished each year 
— and it starts with you.

MEAL PACKAGING 
EVENTS

3,027 331,199
VOLUNTEERS 

ENGAGED
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I like going to school because I can meet my friends and  

play games with them and learn.
— Leigh Matthew, student 

In Magdalena, Philippines, Bungkol Elementary School’s 282 students receive daily meals provided 

by Rise Against Hunger Philippines. The school also has a robust garden, which it was inspired 

to start after seeing Rise Against Hunger Philippines’ nearby Good Food Farm. Mothers serve as 

volunteer cooks to prepare the nutritious school meals, adding eggplant, malunggay, okra and more 

from the garden for further enrichment. 

Bungkol Elementary’s school feeding program supports the nutrition and education of the children 

— including 10-year-old Leigh Matthew. A creative child and grade 6 student, Leigh Matthew 

dreams of becoming an artist when he grows up. The school meals support his continued education 

as he works toward his bright future.

STORIES OF IMPACT

NOURISHING LIVES:  
Bungkol Elementary School
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Compared to other crops, growing millets is very economical for this 

drought-prone area. Even if there is shortage of water,  

it does not affect our millet production.
— Binjadhar Pinjra, millet farmer

Millets, small grains packed with nutritional value and health benefits, are resilient crops due to 

their ability to withstand harsh weather conditions. In India’s Bargarh District, Rise Against Hunger 

India works with local farmers to increase the production and local consumption of indigenous 

millets. After facilitating training and providing donated equipment that supports efficient post-

harvest processing, farmers like Binjadhar Pinjra have increased their crop yields. 

Partnering with the Ahinsha Club, Mandya Hotel (Millet Cafe) was established for farmers to learn 

traditional recipes and ways to prepare the millet, which adds value to the crop and enables the 

farmers to earn even higher profits. For thousands of farmers, these increased earnings continue to 

provide a reliable source of income to support their families and communities.

EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES: 
Bargarh District, India 

STORIES OF IMPACT
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Since I am also a community leader, I can openly express the gratitude of our people for the aid received. It is 

overwhelming to our Ukrainian citizens to see the humanity and the dedication of friends throughout the world. 

— Grygoriy, local ministry leader

The conflict in Ukraine, which began in 2022, has resulted in widespread displacement and a 

refugee crisis, with many fleeing to neighboring countries for safety. In partnership with Rise 

Against Hunger Italia and Bread of Life, Grygoriy* plays an instrumental role in facilitating the 

distribution of Rise Against Hunger aid into towns in Ukraine along the border with Romania as the 

local leader of New Life ministry. 

When the conflict started, the first wave of refugees left Ukraine to take shelter in Western Europe. 

Those without financial means to do so took shelter in border towns and surrounding villages, 

where they faced shortages of housing, food and clothing. Many were left with no income, and have 

nowhere else to go. Rise Against Hunger food kits, which have been distributed since the early days 

of the crisis, have sustained families facing extreme hunger. In 2023, Rise Against Hunger Italia 

worked with local partners to distribute 2.4 million meals, supporting 53,460 displaced people.

STORIES OF IMPACT

RESPONDING TO EMERGENCIES:  
Ukraine Conflict
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Helping to end global hunger is a family affair! On November 18, 2023, Catherine Dobbins,  

her husband and a number of their children packaged meals during Rise Against Hunger’s  

three-day 25th anniversary celebration event in Raleigh, North Carolina, after a long history  

with the organization. 

While attending North Carolina State University in 2009, Catherine met Ray Buchanan, our 

founder, and packaged meals for the first time. When Catherine and her husband got married  

in 2011, they decided to host a meal packaging event at their wedding; their dedication to  

service had initially brought them together. During a day of love and impact, 50 wedding guests 

packaged 10,000 meals. 

Catherine and her husband now have seven children, and she was excited to have her kids package 

meals at the 25th anniversary event and help nourish families around the world. She described it  

as a full-circle moment — in the works since she first heard about our mission 14 years earlier.

STORIES OF IMPACT

GROWING THE MOVEMENT:  
The Dobbins Family 
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I can help. I can do something bigger than myself.
— Catherine Dobbins



Rise Against Hunger’s 2023 audited financial statement and Form 990 
 will be available on our website this summer.

RISEAGAINSTHUNGER.ORG/FINANCIALS

FINANCIALS

Expenses by type:
92.7% Program expense

4.8% Administrative expense 
2.4% Fundraising expense

Total consolidated revenue
in the past fiscal year

Total consolidated expense
in the past fiscal year

$72.8 million

$72.5 million
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riseagainsthunger.org/financials


ORGANIZATIONAL DONORS

$1,000,000+
Catholic Medical Mission Board

Heart to Heart International

The Kraft Heinz Company Foundation

MAP International

Zambrero

2023 Signature  
Activation Sponsor

$100,000+
ADP  

AMD

Austin Community Foundation

Becton Dickinson and Company

Bennie L. & Gloria G. Hildebrand Living Trust

Capital One

Charles River Laboratories

Christ Fellowship Church

Dunwoody United Methodist Church

Elevation Church

FedEx Cares

Islamic Relief USA

JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Liquid Church

McDermott Will & Emery LLP

Medtronic

Merck Foundation

Northrop Grumman

Perrigo

Pfizer

Snyk

The Bank of New York Mellon

The Hershey Company

United Airlines

$50,000-$99,000
Allison Park Church

Amazon

Apple

Asbury Church - Raleigh

Christ Church - Fairfax Station

EisnerAmper

FactSet

High Point University

Honeywell International

Johnson & Johnson

Lesaffre Yeast Corporation

MetLife

NewHope Church - Durham

NRI Vasavi Association (NRIVA)

Protiviti

Vestavia Hills Methodist Church

Red Star Yeast

Thank you.
Organizational
Donors
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Thank you.
Global Influence  
Society Members

INFLUENCERS ($100,000+)
Mariquita & Matt Blumberg

Dr. Ann Evans

VISIONARIES ($10,000-$24,999)
Murtuza Babrawala

Gregory Belt

Jim Dixon

Kristy & Forrest Edwards

Marcus Eyre

Ralph Jerome

Reena Joshi

Clifford Obrecht

Bindu & Raju Patel

Jay & Nimisha Patel

Dudley Riddle

Jennifer & Mark Riggs

Philip Shafer

Chris Stroup

Mike & Genie Thompson

Ravikant Varanasi

CHAMPIONS ($5,000-$9,999)
Tom & Francesca Bartlett

Neil Bonney & Tracy Davis

Carolyn & Tom Bruce

Louis & Karen Constan

Kevin Crockett

Fr. Alberto Esposito

Daniel & Ivonee Fuentes

Steve Greanias

Joyce Lynn

Sherry McBeath

William & Lynne Monroe

Linda & Jim Moyer

Dipak & Kalpana Patel

Satish Patel

Sheetal & Reena Patel

Dr. William Saltonstall

James Short

Ted Soeder

Karen Sperber

Mary Jo Swain

Daniel Velez-Rivera

Suresh Venkatarayalu

GLOBAL INFLUENCE SOCIETY MEMBERS

Photo credit: Rise Against Hunger



GLOBAL INFLUENCE SOCIETY MEMBERS

Thank you.
PARTNERS ($1,000-$4,999)
Alma Adilagic-Torlic & Enes Torlic
Shantanu Agrawal
Maria Aller
Molly Alspaugh
Geetika Arora
Clifford Asmuth
Amanda Baker
Jennifer Baker
Anne Bander
Rekha Banker
Melissa Barron
Ann Bates
Jennifer Beason
Tasneem Beawarwala
Michael Bell
Bruce Bennett
George & Jolynn Berk
Upasana Bhatnagar
Jennifer Boyd
Ginger Brame
Deborah Bravo
Kathy & Harvey Brown
Melinda Brown
Joseph Brumley
John Buley
Paul Burris
David Canady
Carmen Caneda
Hill Carmichael

Curtis Carr
Meredith Carroll
William Carter
Gregory Cashman
Chandra Chandrashekhar
Ram Charan
Neelam & Ashwani Chugani
Peter Cisek
Kathleen Clements
Jimmy Cobb
Kenneth & Kathy Compton
Ana Marie Condlin
Sarah & Dr. Joel Conn 
Barbara Connor
Janeen Cooke
Robert Copeland
Andrew Daly
Sajjan Daniel
Tim Daniels
T Danner
Lane & Bobby Darnell
David De Sousa
Urmi Dedhiya
Gina Dewar
Julie Dickerson
Ernesto Digiordano
Michael Dimaio
Rosemarie & John DiMare
James Dodaro
Sharon Downs
Michael Dudgeon
Ken & Diane Dulaney
Rob & Laura Dykstra
Brandon Early
David & Shannon Eddleman
Steven & Jill Edwards
Angela Emrich

Timur & Bulent Ender
Roxanne & Steven Englund
Loet Farkas
Luca Fasoli
Rolando & Persida Fernandez
Cindy Fitzpatrick
David Fitzpatrick
Kevin Flahaut
Anita Fleisch
Adam Flowe
Bridgette Fogle
Jonathan & Stephanie Foley
Scot Frere
John Frye
Amir Ghobrial
Cara Goodwin
David & Linda Gortz
Nancy Grace
John & Suzanne Graham
Jonathan Grau
Karen Greenberg
Charlotte Griffin
Anne & David Gripshover
Dr. Manorama Gupta
Susan De Guzman
Robin Hager
James & Stephanie Hall
Sam Hamilton
Tom & Rhonda Harding
Caroline Harnly
Pamela Haron
Rebecca Hatfield
Mike & Leah Haywood
Rav Hazzan
Melinda Helveston
Kelly Herrmann
Rev. Steve & Peggy Hickle

Edward Hill
Damon Hininget
Charles Holton
Drew Hoselton
Travis & Erin Huckaba
Leonard Huskey
Greg & Amanda Jacobs
Parker Jameson
Verlin Janssen
Dianne Jenkins
The Johnson Family
Kyle Jones
Helle H Jorgensen
Prabhakar Kamath
Ken Karnas
Peter Kaskell
Stephen Kaufer
Doug Kauffmann
Richard Kearney
John Keister
Mark Kelsch
Elizabeth Kemp-Pherson
Marli Kerrigan
Nazia Khan
Shama Khan
Josh Klug



GLOBAL INFLUENCE SOCIETY MEMBERS

Thank you.
PARTNERS ($1,000-$4,999)
continued

Sarah Koenig
Judy Koontz
Kerry Kopp
Jonathan Kowalski
Christine Krebs
Ruth Krishnan
Michele Kryger
John & Eileen Leach
Heather Lee
Seth Leishman
Christine Lennon
Michael Levy
Amy Lewis
Qu Li
Kathy & John Litsas
Cheryl & Kristin Lowder
Jolene & David Loy
Dr. Carol Lucas
Divya Macharla
Kelly & James MacLain
Donna Marino
Bradley Markes
John & Marcia Marshall
Lanie & Zahra Masilamani
Phyllis Mayo
Angie Mcalone
Monica McCarroll

Robert McDevitt
Carla & Mick McMahan
Michelle McMinn
Susan McPherson
Steve & Susan McRae
Jennifer Meggs
Pankesh Mehta
David & Jacqueline Messner
Kelci & Radu Miclaus
Craig Miller
Chris & Kari Molina
Aaron Momin
Ruth & Richard Moore
Terissa Morain
Michael Moretti
Helen Kay Morgan
Henry & Roxanne Morris
Nancy Morrison
Ayano Muraki
Bhavna Narang
Danielle Newman
Milan Nguyen & Mimi Dinh
Steve & Sue Norwiz
Edna Ogwangi
Richard & Trisha Oldenkamp
Michael & Joann Oliver
Rachel & Ryan Oliver
Mark Olson
Judy Palag
Jenny Park
Amar Patel
Mital Patel
Nimish Patel
Mary Lisha Paul
Dwayne & Maria Perry
Vu Pham

Serrana Pilar
Rachel Pisciotta
Wesley Pittman
Rebecca Powers
Michael & Kimberly Praiswater
Cliff & Barbara Prillaman
Jennifer & Christian Prunty
Yi Q
Jim & Rev. Sarah Quinney
Delia & Rick Ramirez
Glenn Ramirez
Frank Reeves
Marsha Robbins
Karen Ross
Catherine Roussos
Charles Royal
Aaron Salenga
Frank Sanchez
Carol Schafer
Janette Schroeder
Brianna Semmel
Rajiv & Amiti Shah
Rashmi Shah
Sejal & Bhairav Shah
Chetan Shankar
Asha & Anita Sharma
Lindsay Shen
Gary Shreeve
Kenette & Dennis Shreve
Daniel Siegel
Earl Singleton
Diana & Troy Sisum
Margaret & Jim Smith
Edmund Sparrow
Giovanni Spinelli
Bryan & Courtney Stillwagon

Ben Stovall
Mir Subjally
Eduardo Sztokbant
Stella Talley
Becky & Stephen Theuer
Michael Thomas
Helen Thompson
Alexis & Terrence Toney
Dr. Juan Torres
Nguyen Tran
Dhirendra Varma
Dennis Vassallo
Robert Walpole
Dr. Mike & Bp. Hope Morgan Ward
James West
Larry Whitecotton
Rev. Elaine Wilder
Kara Williams
Terry Willis
Sam Windham
Jarrett Wood
Anthony Woods
Kerri Woodward
Patricia Wright
William Wright
Shasha Zhao



You, our community of Hunger Champions, have made it possible for 

Rise Against Hunger to continue our vision of a world without hunger by 

empowering communities and paving the way toward brighter futures,  

one meal at a time.

THANK YOU FOR HELPING US REACH REMOTE,  
LAST-MILE COMMUNITIES WORLDWIDE! 

riseagainsthunger.org/give

TM

www.riseagainsthunger.org/give
https://www.facebook.com/RiseAgainstHunger/
https://twitter.com/Rise2030
https://www.instagram.com/riseagainsthunger/
https://www.youtube.com/@riseagainsthunger
linkedin.com/company/riseagainsthunger



